
The city plans to negotiate with 
16 land owners for the $5 million 
project in northeast Columbia
BY BaileY OttO
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

A 5.5-mile long, $5 million water main loop is 
planned for construction in northeast Columbia 
by fall. 

The Columbia Water and Light Department 
proposed budgeting $5.3 million from its enter-
prise reserve funds and 2008 revenue bonds in 
the 2014 Capital Improvement Plan draft, which 
takes effect Oct. 1. 

About $850,000 of the money would be used 
for engineering and design, while the rest would 
go toward construction and the purchase of 
easements from property owners. 

The 16-inch water main would run from the 
Stephens Lake Water Tower, along Heller, Rog-
ers and Palmer roads and along Route PP to the 
Lake of the Woods Road. This area is north of 
Interstate 70 and just east of U.S. 63.

Along this route, the city will negotiate with 
16 property owners for 36 permanent and 36 

Today’s weaTher
Today: Sunny. Southwest wind 8 to 16 
mph, with gusts as high as 23 mph. 
Temp: 88° 
Tonight: Mostly clear.  
Temp: 64°
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ParkleT
Two parking spaces 
were converted 
into a small green 
space. Surrounding 
businesses have 
enjoyed the 
addition, saying it 
adds something 
to the downtown 
experience. 
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lasT flighT
The final Frontier Airlines flight departed 
from Columbia Regional Airport to Orlando 
International Airport, ending the airline’s six-
month occupancy of the southern end of the 
terminal. The airline announced plans for the 
discontinuation in February. Page 3a 

medicaid vigil
Leaders of six Boone County congregations 
gathered at the St. Thomas More Newman 
Center on Monday night to support Medicaid 
expansion and express frustration with the 
Republican-controlled state legislature for 
refusing to extend coverage. Page 8a

ash fire
New plaintiffs have joined a lawsuit against 
the owner of a Columbia apartment com-
plex that caught fire on April 9. Restraining 
orders have been filed to protect residents’ 
belongings from being destroyed. Page 3a 

Contract 
approved 
by School 
Board
It raises pay for 
development activities 
but not teacher salaries
By Caitlin HOlland  
and CarOline Bauman
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

A contract between the Columbia 
Missouri National Education Asso-
ciation and the district was approved 
by the Columbia School Board in a 
Monday night meeting.

The contract outlines 250 minutes 
of weekly instructional planning and 
25-minute, duty-free lunch periods 
for full-time teachers.

The contract also introduces seven 
committees to be formed for the 
2013-14 school year, including ones 
for compensation, air quality and 
school supply lists.

The contract raises the rate of pay 
for professional development activi-
ties, including teacher training, from 
$15 per hour to $27 per hour, but the 
scheduled salaries for teachers will 
not change.

Dean Klempke, chair of Columbia 
Missouri National Education Asso-
ciation’s compensation committee, 
said employee pay discussions that 
occurred during the contract nego-
tiations never came to fruition.

“Many points of discussion were 
brought to the table about employee 
compensation,” he said at the Mon-
day meeting. “At this point, we have 
yet to reach an agreement about 
these issues.”

Superintendent Chris Belcher said 
he hopes future negotiations with the 
teachers’ group will occur in public, 
rather than private, as they were 
for the contract the board voted to 
approve Monday.

“It was my recommendation 
that the negotiations be open. At 
the request of CMNEA, those were 
closed negotiations,” Belcher said. 
“It’s not fair in public to make accu-
sations about what wasn’t and was 
done in closed negotiations.”

district receives checks for 
energy conservation efforts

Todd Culley, CEO of Boone Elec-
tric Cooperative, presented two 
checks for a total of $24,964 to Board 
President Christine King for proj-
ects at Two Mile Prairie Elementary 
School and Battle High School. 
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Columbia plans to add water main UM System plan involves 
campuses’ collaboration
Four UM campuses were 
asked to give feedback 
on the proposed actions
By Katie Yaeger
news@ColumbiaMissourian.com

The four campuses in the Univer-
sity of Missouri System have until 
Thursday to respond to a draft of 
the system’s strategic plan for the 
next five years.

At MU, versions of the draft have 
been circulating since December, 
MU Faculty Council chairman 
Harry Tyrer said. The system has 
been collaborating with campuses 
to generate ideas for the plan, but 
this is the first time the campuses 
have been asked to give formal feed-
back on specific proposed actions.

The actions include sharing facul-
ty across campuses, opening a fed-
eral relations office in Washington, 
D.C., and creating a central bank 

that would be used to fund programs 
and other investments related to the 
system’s strategic plan and those 
being created by each campus.

The goal of the UM System plan is 
to increase overall performance by 
2018. The plan will shape decisions 
the system and campuses make for 
the next five years, including where 
money will be invested.

The UM System will use the feed-
back from the campuses to priori-
tize the actions and determine what 
will be done in the strategic plan’s 
first year, said Nikki Krawitz, sys-
tem vice president for finance and 
administration. Each campus can 
recommend that an action be taken 
sooner, taken at some point in the 
future or avoided altogether. Cam-
puses also can recommend other 
actions.

The draft plan was addressed to 

BALANCed LITeRACy

Breanne Bradley/Missourian

Teacher Sara Howes assists first-grader Grayson Fick during a Reading Recovery session. The one-on-one program is a supplement to classroom instruction. 

Winning the ‘reading wars’
Columbia teachers use multiple approaches to develop literacy 

W
hen he makes a mistake — such as 
pronouncing “smelled” as “smiled” 
— Grayson Fick doesn’t get upset. 
He doesn’t freeze up or give up. 
He’ll just stop and go through the 

sounds in each word until he gets it.
Grayson, a 6-soon-to-be-7-year-old first-grad-

er at Derby Ridge Elementary School, reads 
steadily with a quiet confidence, which cracks 
only slightly as he fidgets during a tough word 
or phrase. Listening closely, his teacher Sara 
Howes takes notes about his progress.

It’s a routine Grayson knows well. Every day, 
he gets 30 minutes of one-on-one time with 
Howes in Reading Recovery, a “safety net” 
program the Columbia Public School District 
uses to help teach reading and literacy to first-
graders. The program is designed to prevent 
failure before it happens, and it adheres closely 

to the district’s “balanced literacy” approach 
for all students, said Susan Blackburn, the Title 
I professional development director for Colum-
bia Public Schools.

Balanced literacy, which has been integrated 
into schools’ curriculum across the country, is 
designed to draw on the best of two warring 
philosophies about how children best learn 
to read — one that is “phonics-based” and 
another built on what researchers term “whole 
language.”

The so-called “reading wars” pitted literacy 
scholars against each other for decades. But 
Columbia’s school officials think that when a 
program uses just one approach, it’s the child 
who loses. In blending elements of different 
methods of instruction, teachers are better able 
to cater to what is developmentally appropriate 
for children learning to read.

two approaches, many opinions
A quick primer: phonics-based approaches 

to reading champion a strong emphasis on 
learning parts of words, how they correspond 
to sounds and how those work together to help 
children sound out any word they might meet. 
For example, understanding that the sounds 
“suh-tuh-ah-puh” are blended together to form 
“stop.” Children sound out words to read, they 
don’t need to rely on pictures and context to 
understand words.

Whole language proponents, on the other 
hand, dismiss the value of teaching phonics to 
every child. Rather, they say, students get the 
phonics they need when they show they need it. 
Children will read books about familiar topics 
and infer what a word is based on background 

Story by Shaina Cavazos 
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WATER LOOP LOCATION
The location of a proposed �ve-mile water loop is shown.
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